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I!any eminent scholars have written of the legend of 
St. Branrtan and his wonderfiil voyage not only ])ecause of 
its Merit as a literary production of its own ace^ but al- 
so because of the part it plays in the development of the 
treatment in literature of hiiman conceptions of heaven and 
hell, which find their culmination in such works as the J^^i- 
vine Comedy and Paradise Lost of the modem era. 

7he Latin version of the '^^oyace of nt. Prandan is 
irobably a production of the latter part of the eleventh 
or the early part of the twelfth century as J'r. 7AjmeT quite 

a) 

conclusively sho^vs. ?he story, or at least parts of it, 
c^y\ be traced to a far earlier period. hike all other 
creat works it is but an old story told in a better way, in 
a manner more suitable to the intellectual level of the 
a^e in which it was written. ^'he fnimdation upon which 
the whole is built is the search for the terrestrial par- 
adise, the land of the blest. 7he idea, of an after life 
in which mortals receive reward or punishment for their 
good or ill doinc upon earth is as old as civilization. It 
is true that it is frequently combined v/ith mythology, but 



1. Zeitschrift fiir Deutsches Alterthum und Deutsche.. 
LJtteratur' - Steinmeyer vol. XXXTII p. 129 and fol. 
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taken out of its settinc the l^elief is clearly expressed 
in nany productions of early times. In Book XI of the 
Odyssey^ Homer describes the descent of Ulysses into the 
realm of Pluto ^vhere souls were punished after r'eath. Pla- 
to in Book X of the Popubllc in the story of Her descrlber, 
the future life of both the blessed and unblessed. The 
Romans in their imitative style borrowed the notion from 
the Greeks and in Cicero's P.epubllc, the drea]n of »Scipio is 
a parallel to the dream of Iler. virgll's Aeneid in Pook 
^^T reveals the sajie belief. The introduction of Christ- 
ianity^ develops the idea most fully. . The early Christians 
In their Intense religious fervor devote themselves almost 
exclusively to the attainjient of future happiness. Their 
excess of relleious sentiment maJces them desirous of see- 
ing the abode of the blessed before it is time. Perchance 
they undertook some few voyai:es with that end in view. At 
least triey gave full rein to their lioaginations and iiany 
wonderful voyages for the purpose of discovering the seat 
of future joy are recorded. 

The life of r>t. Prandan handed down to us bv Latin 
1 
writers is briefly: 

St. Prandan, one of the renovmed Irish saints, was the 

son of Pinlogho of the race of Kua Alta. I'e was nourished 



1. Liber hymnorun - Horan. Acta Hancti --reiK^anl - Publln, 
1872, in nchroeder's f^^anct Prandan, p. 3. 
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by the henaltess Ita for five years, after vhlch he went 

4 

to he instructed by Bishop rircns, hy Jarlathens and others. 

Havine received from an an^el a set of niles for a cloister 

he fo'^mded the abbey of Clnainferte or Clonfert in the 

dukedoia of Gallaway. His renown for ^yisdorl and cc'odness 

brourht to }iim tJiree thousand laonks. Jle died in 576 or 

577. i^is pnpil, nt. Coloinba, was informed by a drean of 

his arrival in paradise. ITe was riade a saint and the 

16th of 3 ay was set aside for t}\e festival of nt. 7)randan. 

To I'lention is iiade of a voyare undertaken by him in 

search of the terrestrial paradise. Vh. must seek for the 

1 
source of the poei'i elsewhere. Jlr. .'.'iriiner points out 

that the Material was gleaned frora Irish lore. J-y care- 
ful research ^.e has found in the l>ook of Tieinster of the 
twelfth century mention of r.rencian without reference to 
the :^avip;atio. In the book, of Luismore of the fifteenth 
century ]ie finds two references made to the voyaje of the 
saint, one merely a union of "die vita" and a voyai:e, the 
other a mere mention of the voyai^e in another story. In 
Vre above mentioned book of Leinster coiapiled before 1160, 
amonr; the Ii^rama or voyages is found one w}>ich has for its 
hero r-aelduin. "^^he account is lon/j and filled with the 
relation of marvelous, adventures most of which are very 

1. "eitschrift fVir .'^eutsches Alterthuiri, p. ?.57 and foil. 
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Interestinf;, but of no importance to our suhject, save a 
7ew. riaelrt^Jin In his travels cones upon an isle of 
birds, he visits the land of %^ sheep (thoufjh they are 
not all white), he sails to the mouth of hell, his monks 
over-indulre in the water of a foimtain and become intoxi- 
cated and so on. J'aelduin sees all that "randan sees, but 
the encounter of the sea monsters and the adventure upon 
Jasconius, the whale. 'T'hese two details are borrowed 
from a s'*".ill younger poem, Imram Brenaind. Such a con- 
nection 'vith the Imrama is substantiated by rJustav Hchir- 

1 
mer who says: "Cette dissertation off re quelque interSt 

au point de v^ie des rapports de la ?"avip;atio Prendani 

avec les autres r^cits de voyaj^es fantastiques qui for- 

^laient une classe speciale (Imraria) dans la litt^rature ir- 

landaise. " 

JIow the story of j!aelduin came to be connected with 

the na^e of ot. Brandan is explained by rr. r;i?T:ner in this 

wise: In the I:trar.i I!aelduin, 2'iention is iiade of a monk 

Brendan. Hince no wonderful voya/^e is noted in the r^atin 

life of nt. Braridan surely Trenaind hua Alta cannot have 

been the person desi^^p^iated. It was evidently intended 

for a -Brendan von Pirra who died in 565 accordinc to the 

2 
Chronicon Hcotortui. :t. dimmer says: "It is probable 



1. Zur rren^fanus Le^ende- Leipsii;, 1880, p. 73. 

2. r.eitschrift fftr r^eutsches Alterthum, vol. ::::XIII, p. 297. 
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that the priests of the ninth and tenth centuries riisnn- 

clerstood t?iat portion of I>nraj'i r.aelrtuin anrt confnsecl t?ie 

two Brendans iisinj]; the latter instead of the f onaer. " I'e 

1 
goes 6n to say: "Ich denke die composition des (janzen ist 

klar; eine concllante natur frfihstens aus den ende des 11 
Oder den 12 ih. wollte die anschanuncen der alteren z alt- 
die von elner "hrissreise T'rendans nach r^ritannien wiiste 
aber ohne dass selhice elnen besonders hervorra^^enden tell 
seines lebens blldete, die jedoc?' von elner oceanrelse 
Brendans ?-:eine a'^^mr-r; ha'te - n±t denen Ihrer zeit veroin- 
igen - die von Brendan von Clonfert eirentlich fn.st v/elter 
nlchts als seine oceanrelse, nach der terra repronissionis 
kannte-: sle folcte daher der alten lat. vita bis ziin 
schluss von capital 11 (bei Toran) und verelni£:te da^m 
f'ie vlderspH')che in der doppleten oceanfahrt*" 

After the appearance of the Latin legend of nt. F>ran- 
''an nearly all the ^lations of ?]nroi)e adopted t • e story, 
each producing it with strong; local colorin.;. I]ideed, 
tie >.'olief in t:ie reality of the isle of St. Prandan re- 
sulted froja the lej^end beinc so widely Jaiown and even as 
late as 1^21 Don Juan de ::ur, covernor of the Canary Is- 
lands, sent out an expedition for its discovery. It is 
needless to say that the island of nt. Brandan nay still 
be described in the words of the old Spanish '^vriter as the 



1. rieitschrift fWr Doutsches Alterthu-i, vol. XXXIII, p. 
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islan(T "Quando se busca, no se halla. " In consequence 
we have today ]',a:iy exintinr I'iamuscrirjtn in iiost of t}:e 
lanjjnaijes of civili/.ed .""urope. I'or convenience ^'^e can 
divide tV^en i-tito tliree i:ronT)s: thf^ first, co?itainin{; al?L 
the Latin ^.annscripts; the second, those derived directly 
Aro:i tlie Latin, nai-iely: the Anij;lo-rTon\an, 07.d rre}ich and 
:Iiddle r'Inrlish; the th.^.rd, those eit}ier ori^inatinc in 
the second rroup or else in anot/ier Tavijatio. not pre- 
ser^/ed, t' e material for which nane froji the Tavicatio 
of today. Tl^e old r^panish and Gallic each ?iave versions 
of t}\e sa le poem. T}:e Irish texts were suppresseri by 
the priests because they looked upon the poeri as a bad 
renrl.erinjj; of Tibbie history. 

7}\e i'iatin / anizscripts v/ould necessarily T)e I'lore nurier- 
ous than those of any other ^ronij since the Latin predoni- 
nated during; t}ie .^riddle Ares and any writer o*^ any land 
nirht ".^rite in that lan^^ua^e. Th^-^re are in t}'^e ri])lio- 
th^que Foyale as iia^ry as eleven ri<atin texts of the poen 

^''atinr froM the eleventh to the fo'.'rteenth centuries. I'r. 

1 
Ju})inal's text is a reproduction of the Latin r.anuscript 

of the eleventh century with enendations fro^a a better pre- 
served l^anuscrlpt of the t^yelfth century. A very valuable 
text is that of the '.rsenal library of the a^'bey of "t. 



1. .La Lerende Latine de n. r^randanus avec Tine traduction 
inedite en prose and en ?oesie j.o-ianes. 
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''•Mctor. ?o these nay be added two others, one at :>trar;s- 
bonrc and one at nt. Callen, 

Tnasnnch as th i third c^^onp is of less inportance to 
us in this work, we will consider it briefly first and then 
continue with croup two. The story as told in the y'ren-nn 
accounts is quite different fro!^ that of the Latin c^oup, 
eno"irh so at least to prove that they are a new production 
and not an atte:^ipt to copy or translate the T-atin directly. 
A. g^niopsis of the Trenian version will brinr the differ- 
ences to lirht. An an^jel brings the a^ hot : -randan a book 
froM heaven in which are described ) lany wonderful and : :ar- 
velous thi?i.;s existing; on earth. Branda?i^s fai^".h is 
not strong enough to enable ]:i]'i to lend credence to the 
contents, so he corsirns it to the fla^'ies. As a punis-i- 
:nent, <^>od calls upo:: hin to ret>'rn t?ie 1)Ook. '"*^ereupon 
t'-e abbot betakes himself upon a lonr voyage. He travels 
o*er land and sea, fin^illy passes throurh hell, t/io the 
blessinrs of -eaven are still rienied hin. i:e is destined 
to voyaje until (rod's rrace sets hin free. An anrel a.jain 
ai'iears and infor?is r>randan that he shall at length cc e 
upon t^'^o rreat fir->s, the eyes of the ox upon whose tonrue 
he shall find the book. Tollowinr the directions of the 
an^el he obtains the object of his lon^ extended voyaje. 
•^he book is broucht back to Ireland by Uranius. Brandan 
does not return. In c^^oup two Trandan undertakes the 
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search for the land of the h?cest of his owi accord and 

returns to Ireland. The story of the book is i^eculiar 

to the '^renaan. f>chroeder would J.ake the spirit of the 

(Jenian versions quite different from the Latin, and fron 

tJie French and J*:nr;llsh derived therefron, and needless to 

1 
say, superior. He rejiarks: "Zu der e>en charakterisier- 

ten lateiTiir>c?:en 7je.:ende stel?.t sic>i nun die deutsche 

?.oarT^eitun.':e?i in starken Oeijensatp:. Je?ie ist in\ (fanzen 

,s•"i^-lioht ; die siel-en Jt-ihre der Irrfnhrt verlaufen iM 

J'reise; ^'-^o die J Huier dan eine Jahr die T'entzeiten ^'orleT^.t 

■lahen, da?iln kehren sie auc}i in nnder^i zu>"iick; das speci- 

fish r'6nc}iisc}io uT^enviert der Art., (^ass die ScJiilder^jn/; 

einer J^irche M.lt /oile/^mmij rm f-.tellen der Apokalypse,dio 

; esc^Tei'^^unj iiftnchisc^^en r.obens so v/ie die wiederholte 

det.'iillerte Afisf1\}irunij des tajjlic-ien O.-^ficlu-vs ?iit alien 

}\^>al:ionstelIen fas'*: die 3Taupt:sac}\e l)llden .franz anders i!i 

deutsche:i <'}edlc?^t. Av.r, dor ntillen ric'ireil-orzelle fles 

r'.&ii't'-es se'^]i 'ty.lr uns 2'?L6t:'.lich vorse'^r-'.t i^i '-as l)unte 

7reiben der fahrennen T^-^dker des ir?. Ja^^r'-'.undert.s. Auc?: 

dort ist alles vnindorbar, wie es die r.ac^ie :.i^. sichbrin5t:t 

aT;er da.l^ei j^eistlic'^or U7id fro^r^er ;:o;^aTte?\, eiri:^ac}i, ja 

leer u^id dn?^?"; die ^'r":L}idini.;9:i nvA 7int^'rten sir.d oft }ia}id- 

rreiflich al)er T^esc/^.eif'eyi, nic;^t nelten kindlic?^ und r>i):nir. 

1. Hchroeder, Sa2-ict r?*a:iria:i, p. 14. 
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Dnreren findet nich hler etwas von den (reiste^der Ira Ver- 
?Laufe der Kreuzfahrten die renschen ercrlff, von der 
Preude an un^eheiiren '''affentraten^an seltsa.-i i'r^ertriehenen 
^'^undeinYerken^ an fre?'ir]en, von I?'^halt nenen, syTJ-nnenden 
j:a}iren, ja wle es in rfeiste des 12 JpJirhinK-ei^ts la^:, wird 
nim die ^inhildimrs JTraft (lev .Renschen ano alien Hchranl^on 

tr S 

rerissen tmd hinfort ko:rite nnr das UnrewohnlicJ^i^te in dor 
.'•ic; tun^; reizen. .Oas Arentouerlichnte und ^"underT^arste 
war dev Zeit das Ilrv/iirii^schteste, neju erstehende nai:en 
dieses v^harackters ver: reiteten sich iiit r^litzesscJmelle. " 
7'^e T'lonks theft, iTr»sconiiJs, the suffering of Jndas, the 
provisions sent to tho iionks by the Alnichty, the Creman 
i_ronp has in cornaon with the Latin. nf the ten nanuscriptr 
which have co^.'ie doivn to us containinr: freman versions of 
the '^oyaije of ^>t. .■">randan, trie best is considered the one 
^\n?itten on the lowerPJuine in the twelfth century. To\'r;?'Tl 
the end of the 15th century the poem was ptit into prose 
and printed at least thirteen tines.. 

Before entering upon t?ie stiidy of the- Anglo-J'renc:! 
versions of r>t. Prandan, the driest and ]aost iriportant of 
group two, i.e. of those versions which are considered the 
direct offspring of the T^atin version, a word nay ho sa.id 
of the later independent Old rre:'ich renderings of t}:e 
Latin original. Jiz]:inal, in a voliuie now out of irint, 
];iit of which a copy was fortunately obtained, i-ublished 
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in 1846 two of these, one in prose and one in verse, t}ie 

prose version c^atinc from t])e end o? the twelfth century, 

and the version in verr,e from th^^ thirteenth. T'le Biblio- 

theqiie du Roi alone '-as twenty iiamiscripts contuinin(; tjie 

lat'^.er text. Frori no point of vi^r^, however, are any of 

these later French, versions to be compared in worth with 

the An^jlo-^rench version. 

1 
"i". Julleville in his discussion of the r^randan 



■» r 



legend in Z^rance says: "Celtic poetry enters into Pr^ince 
after the ITorrian conquest. Tne dominant character of the 
Celtic religious cycle is not oriental asceticism, but a 

2:iysticism sweet, drea^iy and even adventurous. 'Tiilst t-ie 
saints of the east fled to trie deserts and becai'ie her- 
Mits, t/ie saints of t'le v/estern Celtic country are voya^jern 
and pilgrims." 

Accorrli}i^ly t/ie twelfth century produces the -^irst 
and :aost import^int ?j^e:ic]i i.anuscript of t:ie luirvel ous 
voya;;;e of St. J'randon, now found in tlie Pritish I'use^im 
under Vaz. L. Cotton, ^enn. V>. X, published in two differ- 
ent editioiin, one by Suc/.ier in Po-ULers T.o: sx'a. r^tud. I, p. 567 
an«l foil., 1075, and one by Pr. JMcjiel in Paris, ?.878, un- 
der t;ie title of "Les voyajjes Kerveilleux de Ht. Prandan. " 

A::e } .ai-rir^cript in t'.o Arsenal lil)rary, t::o of a 
century later, is clearly but a copy of the above nentionofi 

1. -intoire do 1?. "a:iij:-o ot de la Littei'^aturo :'rancaise 

des nri;_^ines a lOQO, vol.1, p. nn. \^r^^ir> -- 

2. .^eitschrift f^'r Po]'i. P::il., IT, p. / 5 8. Digitized by V^OOglC 
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ari'l it :iay be re) Larked t;iat the copyi.st KejiaU'l ^-us unns- 
ii.'illy true to hin text, "^ho cliff ereiicen botv/^^eii the tvro 
can ];e exprensed 1:y callinr t-ie latter a translation of 
the fort'ier into the 7rencii of the tJiirteenth century. 
''''he veroal forms arc c-ia-ni^ed in t;ie youn.jer iianuscrirt. 
't'iie copyist uses ]iis ovrn c;:oice of ^'ords. >-x:i; iples of 
'Jiis are innuiae liable: 

1. 656 rich - fedeillOG 
1. 594 cirs - seelos 

1. 603 ars - venu 

1. 655 :'ich - cur-mt 
1. 755 ars - outre no sure 
1. 8c^5 ::ich - sanz riesure 

1. 838 J ich - Jacoines 

1. 787 ars - l)al'iine 
1. 1370 ::ich ■- r^ie:: 
1. 1321 ars - leues 

1. 3,? 3 ::ich - te^iebrus 

1. 220 ars - loscurte 
1. 346 ars - prendon 
1. 4"'l Ilich - ruvu:i 

dan/jes are ].a('e to obtain the nine syllables ,thou.:ht by 
tiie translat'or necessary to the fenlnine verse. 7 o do t::is. 
adver')S, ar' joctiV'.\s, prepositions, articles a:id pronouns 
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1. 601 r!lch - r-reci^ines e er.teres. 

1. ^^26 ars - Tien ^o-^is tix-^es 

1. 6^76 ric:i - les tix-^.es 

1. 951 ars - trentotes 

1. 999 jLicji-tutes 

1. 393 rich - Judin est oi de la Ceine 

1. 338 ars - C::.r loosrli est }:iij de la caine 

"^''e : .rj^nscr.lpt of tJ^e J'rltls;: I'liJ.seiu:: is dedicated to 
Qneeii Adeliza, wife of V.enry I of :-'ni_::land. "The Arser.al 
laimc-'ies rifjht into the story Avith t-ie vrords: 

"Holi^rior, oies rrie jo dirai 

D^TTi saint ^om vos co?itorai,'* 
'\:y\ o:'.iit3 li-ies "'3 - 93 :Mc::g1 in ''Y:^-ic^: is rec^?nnted t/.o 
sto?v of j'nrin.:!: in sea:'^c}i of -lis son I!ernoc. ?r.e coi»yist 
seeiis ai'ixiotis to reserve all jlory for :h^:i2ida:'i ]ii::self 
n.rhiitti:ij no ct^nr c-aractor of t'.e ca^e t'uit :ii-,:it detract 
frcn it. :'or "vill ]:e fail to .^r:;-si> V.ie orportunity of- 
ferer! to teach a ?i'^ral lesso'i. V-'e followi:*'-; s]:ort ser- 
}"ion is adrled to t^.e orii:inal text: 

"li rois del ciel doinst padis 

a nos 7 ^'^'"t 3 ^los a: lis 

dites pj .e:: q. r-ex lot>"oit 
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r>i falter; hn ^ tosta>is droit 
(lex V 9 fera lo c ^'^ -^"^ i) ^-lori 
Si "^' il fiot s l-annrc!! 
explicit rle s T ^ v.flan. " 

J^it'ier text ir> occ«asiOiially lac^cin;; a lire or tvro foujicl 

in the ot^:er. T^-.e texts now ol>talna])le of t::e :Vr^senal 

Manuscript o::iit lir.es 144n-15ir'3 (Michel) and lines 1548- 

1565 (riichel) ])ecanse of the loss of the back fly-leaf of 

the oriijinal upon which t}ie lines were ^vritten. The re- 

luaininij three i^anuscripts of t/ae poei-i in the Anijlo-irori'ian 

up to this ti:;ie unpublisiied, are preserved respectively, in 

t}ie Todleian lilrrary, Oxford, t};e lihro-ry at fi^:i].\u^::C i-u-i 

place and in the lil-i^ary at York. 

"j^he Old r>\;:lis;i, too, preserves for us t:-e lecend 

of nt. rrpjifh-iii in irose, a repriiit of v/hlc}i Cc\n )e found 

in the Illustrations of Lon^fellov/' s translation of /'anito^s 

Divine Coiiedy (vol. I). Closely fillied to the Old r-rencJi 

poe2i, hut qiiite different frov: it in j.atter of detail, is 

t}^e Old r'n^lis]! jianuscr.ipt In th.e Podl^^i'in lihra?'"'' en.'^i- 

1 " 
tied victa n'i::cti Trendain ahhatis de J'y- ernia. "^'he 

latter follov/s t:ie f or: :er closely enou^jh. to offer at tiiios 

so'.ie little o:ili^hto:i]ie;it nn ohr'>c:jre i assa-^os. '^: e r'Vo:xh. 

}^as 1855 ^'erses, th.-3 Mn^llsh yS''^, each o,]»o^'t tvrice t':e 



1. Vh..-? early Houth .-'nj. !^;0_onda:"y o?"* Li-^es of n<ii::ts. 
?or :^a:r^ly :':ic^ '^e-<-t Society. 
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is seven yetirs in hoth : .amiscrip'^.s. It required t'':ree 
f'ays to fir.d a haroor on t'le first isle to v/Iiich t^ey 
co:.e, Jiikev/ise fo^^r norths x-^^'^^^ letween t:e pj^rival at 
t'le ?/u\n/U3e of j-irds n::d the pj^rlval at t'^e isle o"^ Si- 
lence. 

Po far there is sufficiont si::iilari^.y. After their 
first departure, aoco?.\]inr; to t-:e ?'nij;lis}i version, th.e 
Monhs care at sea forty days, the 7renc?i ?:akes it forty- 
five, nt. }\anl has hoon on ;.ir> islo all of a h.inu.lred and 
t^venty years by ."'n.^lis}: recho:ii::i_,, ^.yA but nir.ety ];y t::G 
French. ">*.andan chooses 1. Tit tn^elve .nonjrs i:rir>ter.d of foiir- 
toon; t^-^o ]'iO}iks ;?jid not t;:ree req^^est to he allo^/ed to ac- 
co:'.pa2iy t::e al^l^ot, Vhis necessitates the oiiissloji of 
the episode of the Monk's theft in t:ie castle upon t}ie 
first isle upon vrhich ov.r ] il^-ri^is l^-^j-ided. ''.'yere are 
iixportiin.t a'hii-,io:is to the r'nijlish versio3i. A hound is 
introduced as a ijuide to the l^eautifu.l castle, th^i first 
:• uarvel discovere)d. "^'h.e Trench text oiiits it entire- 

ly. Succeeding the fitjht of t?ie sea nonsters (coiiiiC'i to 
hot'i), the sailors suffer fruiine froii Y;hic]i t:iey are suc- 
coi^ed by thie jrapes found on rji isle that appears very oi;- 
portu.nely. ?he Aiij_^lo-r'orKa"i j^/iiores t: e isle a/id rescues 
t'le voya^e:*s by a thiixl part of a fisi: killed in th.e fii_jhxt 
of the sea :ionsters. H'., 7'atrlc]c \7as the :'^avoi\lto s;iint 
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cuiOTiiZ t'le i'eoi=?L6r> of t: e .'^ritish inlos, ^.oiico ].e riust 
needs l;o introduced. J'o is iiado t'le advisor of nt . T^aiOu 
t'lo hemit. Ttn oiainsionr; are no less I'larlced. 'T'i^ce iiar- 
vel" oTus 1 illar of -jold, tl e intoxication of t\e labnks from 
drin:cinL; tlie pitchy v/ator, t].e" story of nt. Albou. told in 
t:ie isle of nir.ence by the iiMot of t}:e cloister, the i\ar- 
ble M^nite tree "/ith red spotted leaves in t\e Paradise of 
Birds find no place in the i^ijjlis-; accoiuit, 7:ie reieated 
ser- iOns of the autiior of t/ie Frenc?: version, such as 1. 

"Sain:: ho:i c;^::i ad pluours tra^^^iilz 
De faiii, de seif, do frei:'., fh^ cal::, 
Ainxe, t:\is tu:-:*, e i,arx'^ pours, 
,^'0 c'liit vers Heu creist si.'> curs 

and . lines 15-18, rio-rJo, r343-r^4r3, ^^ive us scr.e hint as 
tc t]ie rmiiC of t]:e ecclesiastic "^jio^ vitjiout doul^t, '-^roto 
it. Tj.e ^.nijlisli autlior recounts all the adventui^es as 

done by the "louerdes jjrace," but seldoi- if ever stops the 
current of his story to teach a iioral lesson, thoui^h lie 
does occasionally put ^JQii^^fal moral stateiaents in tlie 
mouths of his characters. 3Te ^v^as perci.ance, not a preacli- 
er. T]:e i^>-eatest differonce bet^/een the tv/o poo: is is t:.at 
t}j.e An.^lo-?^Gr. iHn aloie contains a detailed account of fie 
punis^'iJient of J-das in h.oll. T.e "atin and "^ni^^lisji vor- 
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liions relate the adventure in "rSch /.e is t:ie centr^il 
3?i^*ure in a very fovr lines descrii;i]ij^ only t/ie i-eriods of 
j'^est froM jnls torture o:: t'le lonely rock in tjie sea. 

T:ie Anijlo-:^renc]i text dates rrcii llHl A. ;\ Only one 
ot"'.er .'biijlc-rrenc}! text, the ""oiputus of Pliillii-e de 
"■'iiaiin, QCU'i vie ^^ith it in a-^e. It is v/ritten in octo- 
syllal^ic verso, 'vit/. :.asculi:ie and feMinine r::y]ies, t::o 
latter }:avinj only t'-^.e retiuired ei^^it syllaljles, cc;n;tinij 
the final fejiijiii^o e. It is true that so. le fev/ f<e:LininG 
verses ] ci^e nine syllables, out t.^ oy are so riwe that %^o 
..ay call t:io::i blujiders i uide Iry t]:e coi-yist. In countin^j 
the syllci])les, ti:e iiute e before the riccent does I'lot . ah.e 
a syllable '^v-ien it is in t}ie future or t]ie coiiditiorial of 
vei'bs of t;ie first conjugation or of ic-ii:'*e and estor. It 
jiay or j .ciy not count in "ooz" or in e a/ter the accent as 
ire . " 

'■'he caesura falls after \he Court:: syllable 'Y'lethor it 
b.e accented or unr.cuonted. T'le e is a peculiar syllab-lo 
in th.e r.eter, ^.vbicb. justifies a (^reater accent u.pon it 
a7id so we si-eah of a caesura follo^dn.;. In so^.e cases 
the fourt>. syllable dof^s not leriiit of a caesTira follo^v- 
i'n^: -ecause it does not end a ^-^ord as line 11^2 "dune ori- 
p.'irlorvnt dui o flui," a vorse -"it: ou.t cae:rr'\'i. 

•i. 

:r. ""'cbler iiaintains t;:at t:: 3 caesura after t}:e j^O'^^'th 
1. he ^r^rr* frano/;is ai'icion et j^odenie, "^'ob^ler, n. 3.27: . . 
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in nuerition as liiie 413 'V'/estre d^ iloc 1^ abes enquist." 

never do we find it in the liOiainative plural as line 518, 

'^ tn e tuit li altre oioel." Tt is probable that even 

tliese Tew cases are only cases of apparent non-elision, the 

vei^se requirini; elision. Cf, line 224. "Li abes dune les 

a.Monestet." ""he i of tlie definite ai^ticle, riasc-lin^, sin- 

i^ular ^vas frequently elided at t::e tine of t]:e ::oland,w?icro- 

as in t:ie older r.t. Alexis it vms never elided, so t: at t?ie 

probabilities are t}iat at t^ie time "t. .randan was written, 

elision was the rule. 

Ilr. ::ic]iel in tlie Introduction to his edition of this 

text gives an analysis of the poem ^/hic;:, le says, is 'UV 

le 
autant plus necessaire que vieux texte Anrlo-'^criiand est 

plus obscur et se refuse au secours qu un autre pourrait 

recevoir d' un ^jlossaire. *' Tf the poefci is to be read merely 

to ob^tain a knov^led^^e of its contents, it is obvious t^at 

a sur:u'Ltiry of as muc": as two hundred fivA twenty-seven lines 

of it ir. a few s}iort sentences is not s':iff icient. In 

vi'-rw of the fact that the tdrtures w;:ic: ."^udas undergoes 

in ?iell are described in th.ese lines (1212-1439) and that 

lines 109R-120n which ^^ichel passes over with t' e sentence: 

"le trovere donne la description du sejour des dainies," 

are the e ry lines which are of iiaportance to a student, ar, 

a soi^rce of tlie r-ivine Comedy, a more careful analysis may 
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syllallG o:C t::e cctorr/llabic verse dirt ::ot an ear in 7^>^ei:ch 

rsyllible of a "vcrd, it ir> often ciocenteci, Lut }:e refuses 
to ov6r?LOok t/io nuiieronG c-'ines in v/]:.ic]: t:"e accent o:i it 
is Taiiti}!^, ]>ecauGe t^o caeirar-i c<-uiriGt fall a:" '-(3}" a sylla- 
ble not t::.6.1ast one o? t:io ■•ord of -r::ic]. it icn.s a i^u^t. 
^le :>a:'3: "II est fort uoutovtx cjue : .§: :e i our la i-4riode 
la plus ai'icienne, la cesure d.-uis le Yerr* de /-uit syll:i".'OG 
.'lit et6 autre chose que l^effet Cm l.c-jiartT, cu plut^t 
a*'ti*e c].cso nyi 'Ci i^^oduit direct de la nature du vers et 
du lrx:ni_;,i;_^e IjKu^i o]ida:it de 1* inten.ticn et de la volciito 
du poSte. " 

Tr.e vz-ea-znoss of t::e abo'. e statej.ient so far as its ar- 
plicatio]! to nt. Tr'nidan is ccncei^ned, is api aren': v;::on. 
v/e note t::at t\e j-.iat-:s is allovred after polysyllabic 
v/ords endin.ij in e v:::en the g falls in the fourth syllable 
of the line. Tntisjiuch ..s the ^liat'is is allov/ed in no 
other case, thore re: lains no dou.bt as to the existe:'ce of 
a caesura after eacli fourt-i syllable. 

o 

T'aijier claiiis t/.at t^ie elision of i is a Jiatter of 
choice. It occurs in fifty places and is oiiitted in 
nine, ^'^len it is elided t;ie nojiinative sin^jjular is always 



1. Le vers fraricais ancien et raodeme, Tobler, p. 125. 

2. - Zeitschrift fur Roinan Phil. vol. IX, p. '^G* 
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properly be presented here. Tlore iroi>ei^ly alf? o, necir.use 
of t}ie inaccuracy of other abstracts of the poeii as t/iat of 
Ern^^st Rf3nan in }iis e;irr;y on "La ?oesie des races Celtiques" 
\7;iei'e v/e are told t;:at t.ie vo; ^^^e lasted ".}irt^i^ yoar's or^ 
tjLat one i]i t;\e "IIistoi:'e de la La^ij; le et de la Litte?-ature 
f:r-an9aise edited by JI. le Petit cie Julleville v^-ei-e t].o 
inf onic'ttion is siii; oi>ed to be (it^fin.ite a^id accuj\'-ite. The 
IMrot sentence state:;: (Voi-.e I, i-. P.O.) "r>t. Brand.an 
T.aj't sur 7ine bar-:ue avec virn^t rioines et fles vivnes I'O'-r 
riuelnue:; Jours. '[■'Iiere is triroUi^liout t-.e t<^xt no iienticn 
of tn'-.-nty Monks but "de 5;es i-mnies <)Uatoi';ie e.list" (lino 
107) "Old ^7' en they '/'^jj-e nb;Out 'o :5et sail, "Ast-vcs Ja ti^os 
cura^'Z af^^JS" (lii'ie IVJ) a>id t'.ei'e is no inconsistency, in 
this res]>ect at learnt, in the i oe]i. TTot c-i^ly dees t: is 
eldest vo2\sion of ot. Brvui'l'-iii, v;;.ic'i is co)\f essedly t' o ot:o 
here ana"'.;^".^ (', coi^c-jin r.o ?ientif»n of twenty .'lonhs l^u' no 
oth.er accessible ve>'sion s] ec'xhs of twenty. Th.e Latin 
ve2^sion lublis? ed by Ca2\l nch-.^oefie:'-- rocid.s: "I^itur Tuinctus 
Br-t.nf\-o:us de o:'Jii co)i. jj'ef-ac.lr.jie s* a el'^ctis bis frati] us 
VII. ';'.'']^e old P>'t^nc}i ii'ose version lublisr.ed by Jubir.al 
has; "Q:j;n:t li XL JOUI' fu>'f3nt ^7'el'rts;;f , -^t li fr-Tj-e fuj'i^nt 
salue et coru-r.^int? r.v. ] i*ouvost de 1 'aM eie <iu:i f^j acre's :.os 

cesr>elres en che ^^eis^-ie 2ui. r^o: t n.la vt-3's Oncif-ent a 
:ous XITTl fre';'es f^, l'i.;lc d^M.i saint ;^ di'e (lui es-. ai ielcs 
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Aeude. The version in old French verse published by 
Jubinel in the seme volume p. 110 reeds: "XIII freres 
prist o lui Et en une ille s en sler'ent*" The Lntin 
translation of the old French poem published by Ernst 
Martin in volume X'^I . of the Zeitschrift fflr deutsches 
Alterthum p. 290^ shows no variation: ••Sic 3randa^ius 
mcii/f^us cursibus duorum. 
Ex hus attsum anlnat cursuum novorum. 
Hec cum suis contulit optimis suoruTi. 
Tessera ci:u7i decade nnmerus eorum. 

The Old English text already quoted makes the number 
fourteen* 

No analysis, however accurate, can in any case com- 
pensate for sr\ intelligent reading of the text, but 
when the poem is to oe used to teach the history of the 
French element in English an exact under st abiding of the 
text becomes absolutely >iecessary. In the new school 
of English at Oxford the fo^^r texts prescribed for the 
study of this element are the "Computus" of Phillippe de 
Thai;n,'Les voyages de St. Brandan"ltne two oldest Anglo- 
French texts) the song of Dermot and the Earl" end "Les 
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Contes Moralises de Nicole Bozon." All of these ex- 
cept the "Yoyapie of St. BrandEn" have bean edited with 
all the helps to be obtained from a glossary and a care- 
ful study of the lanp:usge. It seems, however, by a 
comparison of the different versions of the St. Brandan 
lepend and by the work, which has been done since Michel's 
publication, upon the Anf^-lo-Norman dialect in general j 
end upon the language of this version of St. Brandan in 
particular, such an edition mip^t now be prepared with 
no more uncertain or disputed resdinps of speci&l words 
a}id lines than may be found in other old French poems of 
equal ap-ee 

Shortly before Michel published his edition of the 
St. Brendan (1878) in which he endeavored to present ♦ 

the manuscript "tel qu'il est, sens ancune tentative 
pour 1 eclaircir, si ce n^est par une ponctuation severe, 
une accentuation des plus sobres, et une analyse des- 
tinee h remplacer un glossaire-indext " Hermann Suchier, 
as stated above, had published in volume I of Romanische 
Studien, the same manuscript "diplomatico more,*' or as 
Michel qiieintly says "sens ponctuation ni ancxiri des autres 
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signes stiis lesquels un • oiivrap-e en lanr^ie vnlrBire dT3 

XII siecle est a pen pres mip.telli{;ible,si ce n*est 

pour quelques adeptes dont le noinbre ne depasse point 

celui das doirts de la main." 

By £ comparison of this oldest and most valuable 

manuscript of the St. Brandan published by Michel and 

^uchier, with the Arsenal manuscript, the old French 

version made some one hundred and fifty years later and 

1 
three other unpublished uianuscripts of the poem.'^^^ammer 

has civen a detailed study of the language of the poem* 
Ilore than fifty words which ^^antner calls attention to 
as incorrect in form are written in ?.^ichel's edition as 
he would have them. In reneral, his study is most help- 
ful in determining the proper form of the words which 
offer no particular difficulty in interpretation. Mever- 
theless, he is able occasionally to offer valuable sug- 
gestions upon difficult points. The word evain for ex- 
ample, in line 901^ which Godefroi gives quoting only 
this line of St. Prandan as possibly meaning bateau, 



1. Zeitschrift ffir Rom. Phil. vol. IX. 

2. Dictionnaire de /nc lang. franc 
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!Tariuaer says, "fftr evain ist jedoch navain einzusetzen u. 
wie nonrrain fur nonrrin (mitrineia) so wiirde fiir parrin 
(line 89) parrain jjesetzt, so erhalten wir die reinen 
Reiiae parrain; navain," a reading; which seeias entirely 
plausible considering; the fact that the evain is preceded 
by t)ie indefinite article: "J^n iier se mist en nn evain" 
(line 90). 

I!ost helpful su£;r;estions on knotty points coiie froiu 
the Latin versions of the St. Brandon le^jend. ?he word 
jacoines (line 838) not in (rodefroi and rendered in the 
Arsenal text by baleine is easily understood from the 
Latin jasconius, "doch eben nichts anders als das latini- 
sierte iasc das alte irische "Vort fur (fish) Pisch. " 
Line 1126 "De fous sufflanz li venz en niit," is suffi- 
ciently interpreted by the Latin (Schroeder p. 28) "audie- 
runt sonitiis folium sufflantium quasi tonitru^a atque 
jaalleoriuti collisionum contra ferrum et incudes." 
Lines 1515-7. "TJne bodme puis il su]?vint 

Ist uns horn tost de eel Hm 
Relit^ius sei'iblout e piu". 
the word bodne,not found in Godefroi is rendered in the 
Arsenal text by abeie; but the Latin texts make Pols li 
hermit es come out of a spelu nca which in tlie prose and 
^^erse translation of the Latin texts published by Jubinal 
is rendered by fosse. This naturally su^jijests that une 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



-24- 
hodiae is a cormiption of une borde, a hxit, a muc;i laore 
probable place than an abbey for a hermit to live. But 
it is not only in individual words that the Latin texts 
are iielpful. Frequently their fuller statements throw 
lit;ht upon passa^jes of the old poem where brevity en- 
hances the ordin€U^y difficulty of tJie text. In the fol- 
lowing: analysis an attempt will be inade to loaintain the 
simplicity of the poem by keepint; to the text as closely 
as possible in choice of words. 

The dedicatory address of t/iis interesting; old poem 
is laade to Quee^n Aaliz in tlie najae of the apostle Benediz. 
Brandan, the good abbot, born of noble line and therefore 
destined to a noble end, leaves the false jionors of his 
position for tiie true in becomini^ a monk. He v/as elected 
an abbot. Because of his virtue laen from divers places 
surroimd^ him and follow his example. 

Brandan had intended spending; all his time prayin^; 
to God for tr.e salvation of his friends. He becajae de- 
sirous of one thin^; for which lie prayed most often. He 
wished to see tliat paradise where Aclaia was first seated 
for he desired much to see w}:at place the good are to 
have and what place tho evil. He went to Barinz to con- 
fess. The latter told him all he had seen on land and 
sea wlaen he had gone in search of his son ITenioc. He had 
cone to sea in a boat and had landed upon an isle wriere 
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stonas did not rage and the flowers poured forth the 
odors of paradise. After Rrandan had heard this he pre- 
pared to depart. He chose fourteen of his best monks 
who undertake the search v/ith ardor and proraise endurance. 
The abbot leads then to a chapol where he delivers an ad- 
dress. ITo one delayed to do tJie duty char^jed upon him 
ai'id the abbot ceased not to pray. Finally he takes leave 
of his brothers hecu^'^^u them to be loyal to their Trod. 

Prandan (^oes av/ay towai'd trie sea. He travels with- 
out rest until he reaches what was called "le Rait Bran- 
dan." In a bay at t;'is place he has his ship jaacJe. 
Within it was of j^ine, without it was covered ^ath leather. 
They store away provisions sufficient for forty days. All 
enter the boat Brandan brintjinji up t}ie rear. After them 
come runnini; t/iree monks with palms extendedi be^jtiint; to 
l.'e allowed to accoiapany tliem. Brandan prophesies tliat 
Satan will have two, the third^ thouijh stroni:,ly tempted, 
will be sustained. Thereupon lie blesses all. Tlie 
ston'is of t/ie east drive tJiem to tlie west for fift'^en days. 
Suddenly the wind ceases. Brandan calls up'On his fright- 
Eined bro"^.: ers to trust in God and be resigned. For a 
month the calmness of tl'.e sea prevents sailin^^ and they 
are obliged to row. A land hii^h and j^reat appears. T; e 
coast is hi(5h and rocky. After* three days^ search for a 
port ti.ey moor their boat and set out to explore. Their 
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v/ay leads to a beautiful castle i-iade of r.arhle aiui set 
with ijeras. Tiie'j enter tiie uninhabited place, refresh 
tiieuiselves in its store-room and retire. ^'Hien all are 
asleep Ratan seduces one. T-ie culprit arises stealthily 
in tli^ nitjht to steal a i^olden ijoblet. Brandan is aware 
of t}ie t}ieft. On the fourth day tlie robber is acciised by 
Brandan. He confesses his c^iilt a>id pleads for pardon. 
Satan exorcized, chides t/ie abbot for cirivinij hin from 
his abode, t;i'r' body of t/ie crii'iii-al. The first of the 
traces foreseen orii'dnals falls dead as a result of the 
stmitjijle, but having; received absolution, riis soul ^joes 
to paradise. His body is buried on the stran^je shore, 
'.'hey proceed to the port to take ship when behold a ries- . 
sen^jer of God appeal's. He predicts the attain] lent of 
their desire and bids tlieri continue t/ieir voya^je with 
full faith in God^s virtue. 

The voya^je continues a year with ^J^^Qa^- labor. Strai^jht- 
way they sail for a land that appears in the distance. 
It is the land of sheep. ?]ach is ^^-hite and as lar^e as 
a deer in these lands. The ald^ot inforias his laonks t] at 
they will reiiain three days, since it is the Tliursday of 
Toaster week. He coi'C-iands the boat to be moored and one 
of t}:e sheep to be prepared as t}:e pascal lajib for Isaster. 
On Sunday a riesse^i^er co/ies to them, salutes in the name 
of God. His skin is -vrinkled, /lis eyes youn^j;. T}ie al)- 
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hot de-iajicis tho caiusa of t)\^ size of tho sheep. The j^aii 
r'^jsponds t]iat the coimtry never suffers froia severe cli- 
natic chHii(j;es. He points out an isle and coi'j'iands Bran- 
don to land upon it and celebrate the feast of tlie suc- 
ceedirit^ day th'^re. All diseiahiirk upon the isle, cele- 
o.vate the nass and pre- are th.eir meal. The i^^ound jaoves 
away, necessit-Ltini; a stj'u.^^jle on t:ie part of tl^e laonks 
to re^jain the ship. T]\e fire- they }iad built was visible 
from afar upon the laovin^j; land. 

T}iey sail a ijreat distance v/}ien a^^ain a land rises 
'•efore thej-u Th^ boat pushes up a stre^ua at tJie }i'-3ad of 
w/iic/i is a tree white as marble, hiijli as tiie clouds. Its 
leaves are w}iite, spotted red. Rra^Ki/ies extend froia ])ase 
to top. Beautiful v/hite ])irds are perc:ied :n.on it. One 
of them flies dovm and alirjJits on the boat. TJj.on Bran- 
dan's retp^est, the bird infonas hiia t/iat t-iey are an^^els 
W'lose master was >e who rel^elled a^^ainst Rod. He fore- 
tells a painful voya^je of six years after ''''hic3: t]\ey sl.all 
arrive in laradise, and he cojuands them to return each ■ 
year to celebrate Toaster upon the whale's l.'ack. T}ie chant 
Is sun^j and all retire. As soon as tln^ sun is up, the 
messen^^er aii eai\s with. food. He pro?iises t'lem sustenance 
until t/ie eiid of Pe)itecost. Just before t/ieir depai^ture 
at th-i coapletion of tl-e tiiae j^-r^quired, tl^e l)ird flies 
down and predicts a troubleciome sea voya^^e and tlioir ul- 
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tlj'i^ite arrival at Abeti "/here tliey will spend Christiias. 

At the end of four laont'is ^:rey spy laTid, six i^ass 
before t:iay reach it. After sufficient trouble in find- 
in^; a port, tjiey anchor* They cojie ui. on two fountains, 
one clear, one trou'oled. Brandan warns the t}iirsty vien 
not to indiJli^e until they know thn^ nature of t}ie water. 
A tall old man aipears in iionk's ^^arb. Silently }ie falls 
at Brandan's f ^et, rises, kisses all and takin^; tiie a)^l)Ot 
by t;'e hand, leads hi-i to his dwellinij;. 

7' e abbot of the place brin^js f ort}i his tr-asures, 
his relii^uary^all set in precious stones and iiade of t^old. 
All tJ'ie Monks cone out and lead tJie new coiaers into the 
refectory Wiiere a repast is served. ^it:i tJie exception 
of t- e servants, (laonks) all the brot/iers r^^pair to the 
chapel cliantinp; t>ie service, after wliich t/ie al^l^ot relates 
t}ie story of Alheu, the founder of his cloister. TJie 
latter once rich in fief, left his property to follow 
God's nessen^jer to the isle. His fane brou^jht I'lany fol- 
lowers to hi3a. Tlie oi'der bein*; well founded, eighteen 
years previous, Ood had ta]<:en St. Al'neu to hii'iself. TTor 
did }:e fail to care for t]ie followers. They are free 
from infiriaity. Tl'^Kir sustenaiice is laysteriously provi- 
ded. Every day t:.ey }:ave a loaf of bread between two, on 
holidays each lias his own. T.'ie t^'/o f oiuitains liave each 
t]ieir respective uaes. The clear o/ie is for drinkin*j, t; e 
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troubled warin one for washi^-. Fj-ven their lights are 
kindled ajid extini^uished of t'leiaselves. Thus cat-e free, 
they exist. As coimrianded by the abbot, tJie stran^sers de- 
parton the eii^ht/i day of T^piphany. 

The usual hun^jer and t/iirst assails t.hem. A thicjt 
sea is reached, .driven by a stona they land upon a shore 
covered ^vith pitchy plants. TTotwithstandint; the warnint; 
of their leader, the monks over-indnlije in the water of 
the streain and become intoxicated. Thre» days pass. 
Brandan hastens fr oju tlie place, and it bein^j now near Holy 
Tliursday, he sails for thd Paradise of Birds. As "in tiie 
precedintj year are celeb3"ated Tiit Sunday, J'aster and the • 
octaves of Pentecost. 

Ti.e boat sails to Vvd west. A voya.^e of three fort- 
ni^}its brin^^s t'.eia to a very cold r^.^jion. Troubles as- 
sail tlieii, culiuinatinij, in f/.ie appeanxnce of a sea mon- 
ster. B.vandan's • iifalterinii faith sustains t/ieir courai:,e 
until anothr?r beast arrives. T}ien occurs the horrible 
combat in wjiicji the first is killed. 

T:ie .'lorro^v bririij^s t/ien to a rainy land. >'aiaine en- 
sues. A t/iird part o.? the fish killed in the coMbat 
fumis}\ed tii'iely provision. Nor yet do cease the i-iira- 
cles of (rod. T:.o flcii'ii-rii^ i_,rlffin undertakes to carry 
away the boat, "^^rhen }\e encounters a flcmini; dra^jon, w}iich 
as a representative of the power of the Almi^jhty, is vic- 
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torious. On t}ie feast of St. Peter, t]ie abbot wcis chant- 
ing .service in a hie^h, clear voice. His laonks beseech 
hi]'i to Si eak lo'/er lest all be killed, by t'^e fish which 
are visible in t:ie depths. Braridan sj:iiles and a^jain up- 
bj'aids then for their doiibts. ?he fish aro-'sed, i^atlier 
abo'-t the boat to enjoy t}:e ser-^ace* 

r.arvel succeeds iriai^vel. !To^y it^ ir, a i-ii^jh pillar 
in the Midst of tJie ocean laade of ijold. Its al'ars are 
of eiaerald and sai^doiiyx, its i-avements c'r.alcedony, its 
la:'ips beryl,- little wonder tlie voya^^ers are astonlsiied. 
'"h'ree days are passed h^^re in chant in^j laasses. 7he abbot 
car-ries away v/ith hi:, a crystal chalice, wliich crir e is 
readily excused by liis purpose to ' se it in tlie service of 
God. 

Trie pili^riiis }iad voyai_;6d a lon^^ tii^ie without y^eachinij 
the iila<'5e of their desire. T/e faJ"t]ier they proce^^ded 
t:ie 3iore t' ey labored at oar and sail, not doubtin^j but 
that t/iey would })e r^v^ai^ded. A land surj^ounrler] by da.flc 
clouds and inist appeared before then. It was rsnokini; 
v/itii thick siuoke and cast fortli an odor nore obnoxioris 
tr.an decayini; flesh. Our pili^riiis did not wish to enter, 
lavinij; alJ-eany /i^aard at a distance, t]^at there whs little 
enjoyi'ient in t'^at place. I!uch t-^ey stru^rled to cj^an^je 
tlxeir course, but they v/ern forced by t^ie wind in t>e di- 
rection ^»f t'-e stran.e laiid. The abbot l^lessed t-.eii and 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



-31- 

said: "Know t; at you are heinij driven to kell. Yoti never 
'^ere in as ^reat need of faith in God as you now are.^ 
Brandan a^jain blessed them, knowini; well they were near 
the pit of hell. The nearer they caiae the more evil tz-ey 
saw* The valley is dark* Prom profound hollows €uid 
ditches, leap forth great sheets of flaiae, the wind blows 
in iiad blasts. Thunder ne'er roared so loudly. Sparks, 

sheets of fla^ie, burning rocks fly t?irough the air, so 

* 
hVi:h ti^at t\ey take away the llc'it of day. 

Wlien they ai'i»roaclWt]"*e mountain they saw with ^^reat 
fear a deiaon issue forth from hell all in fla-Mes. He car- 
ried a rreat mallet of iron, lar^^e enough to be a iiillai^ 
^'len he perceives the voya^jers with a i;lance of his flam- 
in;2 eyes t]iat burned like fire, he rer;rets not ^laviiii: his 
tonaents all prepared. Casting flajies fraa iiis tiiroat, 
he runs wit/i jjreat leaps to his f 'jr(j;e and returns carrying; 
red-hot ton^^s, that ^^ei^jh as much as ten oxen. He raises 
t''"e>i up to the clouds and casts t/^eia straii:ht at t>e pil- 
i^rl}LS. ^TJiirlwinds v/hen sucjcad up into t/ie air, nor quar- 
rel drawn from bow, nor pebble from slinr, j'love faster 
than t'lat jilssile. x"\e hitj;her it i^oes the ]\ore force 
it ijathers, first separating and t'len reimiti):^. It passes 
then and falls into t}ie sea w::ere it bui-^is for a lon^^ time 
like ]ieat:ier on a heatli. T' e wind risin^j, tJiey sail froi.-. 
tiiette. They oast ; .any a look (.ehi^id and see the isle il- 
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liuriinated anrt covered with sno'ce. They see )iaiiy thonsruid 
of sinners a^-'d hear inore t^ian a thousand cries of the 
dainned. 

Great fear had thev of the suoke that filled t?ie 
air far around, e iduriii<; it as hest th.ey could \7hilst es- 
caping with all possible speed. T;ie I'lore^ a holy iian suf- 
fers froiQ :iunr;er, thirst, cold, fear, lieat, cinxiety, sad- 
ness, t?ie )riore happiness he finds in God. Ro it was with 
t'leia after they h.nd seen ■'v}iere tJie condei^ined vere received. 
They stren^jt/iened their faitri in God, nor turned to doubt- 
injj. In the morning; they found themselves near a mount- 
ain covered with clouds. Pushed T)y the wind they arrive 
at the shore which was wov]/ steep. T^ot oie of theia could 
ijuess the hei£;ht of the moimtain. Suc/i a dark land tJiey 
had not seen in all their* journey. 

7or a reason unknown to all, one of t'leir n'uriber 
leaped froii t'^e boat. T::ey all /leard what }ie said but 
the abbot alone saw }iiiri. "Lord," he cried, "believe that 
I a)a taken froia you only Ijecause of lay sins." And the 
abbot saw hiia dra^^-^ed away ]^y one hundred demons (screcillini^;). 
T:ia voyai^ers turn t>ience and go away, fearful of the si^ht. 
The siaoke is clear^ed froja the mountain; jiell lies open 
before tJiem, castin^j; forth fire, flaiies, burning rods, 
suli»hur and p^itcii up to t}ie very clouds, t}ien all retui^is 
to be ejected iuiev/. 

Brandan guides them on. An obstacle rises ^in^ij?,^^he 
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sea. "Let us not delay, we will hasten to see what it 
is," said the abbot. Ai^i-ivert there, they found wliat 
tliey little expected. Upon a rock was seated a naked 
j'lan all battered and torn. His face was tied with a 
cloth. He "'as clin^jini; to the stone so t} at a w/tva frora 
behind should not carry hiii away. Tlie waves of t?ie sea 
^eat upon him ceaselessly. One wave iiearly cleaves hiia, 
anot/ier t/irows him uiiward. Peril surrounds hiia no less 
i^reat upon the left than UT)on tne rii^ht. 

^'^len t' e wave had cojapleted its c/iasti^^aent, wearily 
he made his complaints. "Jesus, Kin^; of Majesty, will vrj 
l*unis;i]{iejit endure winter ruid suia^'ier? Jesus, who movest 
the Almighty, is Thy mercy so ijreat? Jesus tliou all mer- 
ciful, is there no tiiae tJ^at I laay be free froi this my 
suffering? Jesus, son of I-tary, I do not know wliat to ask 
for. I know that laercy can not be t:;iven for the crime for 
wjiich I pay penance." ^'^len Brandan lieard this complaint 
/le v/as rrieved to the utmost. He aj^ain blesses all a:ad 
tries to api-roac}: tlie seo.t of Judas. As iie ap»i>roHC]ies, 
wind and wave rei.-iain motionless. ^Tnereupon Bi'andan says: 
"Tell Jie, unhappy one, ^v/iy. you suffer these toi'iients. In 
t/ie na'.'ie of Jesiis, to whom you iray, I coroiand you to toll 
me v/ho you are and w/iat your crime. Brandan was forced 
to silence by ?iis tears. Judas answers in a low voice 
(it was very }ioarse and v/eary); "I an Jiulas who served 
Jesus. I sold my Loj'd and Iti ^jrief han^^^nl luyself. ^^I 
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created discord ^lien I should have rmde peace, I was t}ie 
keeper of r..LS treasures. I took t>.en froia hlin in t;ieft 
aiid t'le offerin^js (lie desired tlien all to be ijiven to V. e 
poor) t:iat v/ere b-rou^jjit hiri, I concealed in my pui^se, 
v/herefo}'e I suffer tori'ients in H]))m(ia::Ce. I tJiOU^jht it 
^vas hidden froii liiiu v/;:o laade tlie starry lieavens. I kept 
thei'i fro:a God^s poor. Mc t/iey are rich and I an a Mendi- 
cant. I a3'i tiie felon w::0 ?:ated riod. I betrayed t-:e 
si. iple 1-j'ib to tho v/olves. ^^:\en I saw t:iat he was in 

t}ie h^uids of Pila-.e, I was very muc}^ afflicted. "Tnen 

I saw }iiM in t'^e : a:ads of t/ie Jews, t' e pious i-ian deliv- 
ered to t:iuse cruel wretches, when I sav/ tlien jibe at 
hhaj a'id crowi him witji thcinis, when I oaw )iow vilely /ne 
was treated, I was sick at ;:eaj't. ""^len I saw jii]-: led 
to deat/i, his sv/eet side covered wit;i blood, ajiu hnih^ upon 
the cross, knovrin-^ t/iat I sold }iiii to deat):, I offered t};e 
tiiirty coins. T/iey wour.d not take t\e]n ])ac-c. I did not 
:r'6pent v/isely, but killed layself in i:iy passioi:!. Inasiiuc;. 
as I did u«.t confess I aiu dai-uied froiu day to day. You 
.sea 7iot}:inij; of t-:e tor-'ient I su*"fe}' in : ell. T^iis is t'le 
repose ^roja ]'iy punishi'ient vz-ic; I take Raturd^iy eve. All 
^lay to2ao?*rov li.itil vessel's I sojourii 'i^^re. Diu^iriij the 
fortnii^'it of C'^ristrias, t-.e -festivals of I^ary, at 7;a.s"er 
a. id at Pentecost,! aii free f ro] i ^}*eatei' pain. TTo oti.er 
festivrtl of t' e yeai" brin^js "vit;i it release froi'i ;^unish- 
_i-nt. Toiriorrn-'v eve I jo ^'ivay froi'i here a>id endu^'e tori-ient 
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anew. 

Then said Braridan: "Tell i^e in w>.at i^lace do you suf- 
fer torrnent and i^ain? ^^^nen you are rioved from here to 
\Yhat p'.ac.e do you jjo?" Ji^das answered: "Near here is t: e 
fief of t}ie devil. T\eri5 eae two /.ells that cease not to 
exist -"vinter or su^-uiier. T] e less severe ?iell is }iorri- 
hle to t/iose who are relished t/ierein. Beside jie none 
are i unlshed in both hells. One is on a mountain, t.ie 
other in a valley. The salty sea divides 'hen. 'Tis 
Marvellous t;)at all is not consujieu by fire. Tr.e : ell 
on the mountain is more painful; t/iat in t:ie valley is 
jiiore horrible. The forraer warm and sullen, the latter 
cold and lualodoi'ous. One day I am on the mountain, the 
next I dt^scend into th.e valley. Endless is my torment. 
I chan^je hells only to add to my torx'ient. Monday, ni^jht 
and day, I aii chastised upon a wheel that turns as rapidly 
as t]^e wind blov/s. The next day I am immersed in oil 
that see]''is afire. I am cast over the sea into the other 
hell. Here I pja bound by screaiaini^ devils and put to bed 
upon sjjikes. Lead and rocks are hea] ed u]'on i-ie so tl^at 
my body is pierced with them. On ^/e^-nepday I a^a boiled 
in pitch, tied to a stake and roasted. This stake is 
fixed for use, and is as red as if it had lain in laaddenod 
fla}'ies for ten yeai-s. T^e pitch takes fire and w]ien it 
is bui-ned off I aia rolled in it anew so that I j .ay a;:ain 
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he wrapped in fl^jae. I an forced to endure a wrath t/iat 
toiiaents 2ie ni^^jit a>'d day. No ot^ei' would desire to be 
punished t}ius. 

On 7}iursday I a^i taken to the valley^ thi^re to suf- 
fer contrai-y ai,:ony. I an p?-aced in a cold re^jion, dark 
and obscure, Th^^ cold is sue), tlidt I lon^i for t) e i-iad 
fire. It seei'is to ne as if no other torture can be 
cyoixier tl^an cold v/;ien I feel it. Each seeiis less until 
I aia placed in it. On Friday I return above where so 
liiany tortures av/ait I'^e. T]:ey flay ray body until not a 
bit 0" skin rei-iains, t)ien i^ub salt upon me and trajaple vvj 
bumiTifj flesh, whereupon new skin [^rows upon ne hastily. 
Ten tines a day t^ey flay ]'ie and force lue to enter salt 
and to drink molten lead and brass. 

Saturday I aia cast do^vn into the most odious place 
in Iiell ^'iiere lyin^i without lij;ht, I aia a prey to t:^'«t^test 
•^ear. I cannot voiiit because of the brass t/iey forced me 
to drink. I becone swollen until I ai'i in aLony. Such 
cold, heat and tonaent suffers Judas d^'rin^j the week. 
Here I rest. A tho^isand devils will coiae and take all 
repose from i-e. I know you are holy and pious, for fear- 
less you co]ie to such 'i x^lace. If t^en you are able, ob- 
tai'/i one ni^j^ht iiore of reip-ose for j^e." 

Brajidan wept for this poor sinner and coj^u'ianded hi]'i 
to explain where he procured t;':e clot}i "^itil wrtich liis race 
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was tied puid te stone UTion which }ie sat. Jndas says: 
"In lay life I did little ^ood and iiucli evil. I bou^jht a 
»_,arj'ient for a naJced nan v:it>i Vne jnoney in riy keeivin^j. 
^len the wave beats unon iie soi-ie rrotection is ^iven ne 
by this cloth, b'^t in hell it serves for naught since the 
]'.i02iey was not I'.iine. Ovrjr a piece of water wher^ i-iany : .en 
peris]^e(l I ]\py\e a little brid.:e. As a rewa}\l I /lave tliis 
s •. one. " 

"P:.en early e^e approaclied Prandan was conviiicbd of 
trie tnitii of Judao's statejievit. Me sees one hundred dev- 
ils coi^iin^ straijjht tc/rU'd hiii. Oj.e of t"'>.i.i runs ahead 
ai)d catches Judas on a hcok. vSaid B^^cLruluMi "Let hin re- 
i'laiTi her(^ until I'lonii?!^, " T.\e donons continue t'leir nod 
play until Brandan coi'L-uuids thei i in t/.e najie of Jesus to 
leave. T' e j-ionhs reiiain there all ni^^ht unannoyed by the 
ue-'ions. As soon as davni appears , a^^aln t'-ie ani_^ry de- 
mons appear wit?i the t'lreats o:^ double i.am.isbjient. Bran- 
dan forljids the:a to punis'i Judas l^eyond his d^^e. Tr.e de- 
i'lons }.aste)i away wlt:i t;ieir prey. 

Brandan proceeds upon his voyaf.:e. At roll-call one 
of their nui'iber is missin^^. T;ia (^ood abbot fori) .ids fur- 
ther I'lention of hii-i. Yet anotlier hi^h mountain appears. 
Brandan alone leaves th.e l-oat. He cojies to a hut ^'.lenco 
co:.es forth a Jian, reli^jious and pious. Paul, t^e he/^..iv 

•I ad lived hti>^e ninety years served by an ot-.er duj^in^j 
t/iirty. T^or sixty ;ea}\s :-e -las ]<een nourished by t^ie wa- 
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ter of a fonn^,al7i. Paul r>ro]'her>les t;ie arrival in Para- 
dise. T?e cnstoj.ary J^as'.er and Passover oel0])rat;ions are 
loiade, v/hereui'On r^r?indan sails east accoj ipajiied hy his i^ocd 
host frojii t;ie isle o:'' hirds, 

T.'.ree days t\ey are enveloped in a dense cloud. Hi^jh 
white walls, all resplendent in i^reciov^s stones, rise be- 
fore t/iei'L. T/iev approach the ^rite. A sword suspended 
abo^'e it and dr^iroiis on ^uard restrain then from atteiipt- 
In^j entrance. A yo^Dij jian, I'lessen^jer of God, renoves all 
o'ostacles and all ent()r t}ie lor.r sour;ht for terrestrial 
paradise, where all t/ie trees are in IjIooj:, rivers filled 
wit>i fish and flov;iii^ in i.iilk. All is joy and haipiness, 
Th.e iiessen^^er refuses to take t:-.en fart:ier but projiises 
■i^ezi the plOcisure of approachi?ij God when t}iey sJiall re- 
turn -vit/iout t'leir bodies. All re-ei'ii-ark oave t/^.e pious 
host Wiio is retain^ed by t- e ;ui.;el "for i^aradise is ]iis 
prop-er fief." Three r.ojiths later finds J^^randan and }:is 
piljrh'is in Irelimd. T- ^ co<^'0. abb.ot c^ntiiiues his work 
of c'larity until called to God. 

T'le vocabulary of t^e St. Brandan is cojipciratively 
2iot very l.ir^e, ;".avin^ in t'jtal not I'lore than o>ie t}:ousand. 
four ::undre(i /tnd t:iirty-3ix words. In tz-at n'Ui])^]:* l):ero 
is a lajv^e enour;}i proportion of P>-ench words whicJi Ja^e 
coi'ie into ?]nj^lish to v.r£ie n istudy of it inter^-^stiii^j to tiio 
student of r^n.:lish Philology. T' ere are as i'.any as three 
hundred aiid twenty-nine words in t'^io poeii v/jiich ^^y^^9^;iP 
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1 
into nnjjlish. Behrens has riade a list of French ^vords 

found in En^jlish docunejits L-efore 1250 and also a siipplo- 

-lentary list of those ap^earinjj; hotween 1250 and 1400. In 

his lists he includes two hundred and sixty of the t?iree 

hundred and twenty-nine words above mentioned. In the 

following vocabulary the French fonn of each word as it 

is given in the poem in qi-estion will be placed first 

followed by the form given by BeJirens. In the succeeding 

vocabulary will appear all Frenc?i-English words not found 

in Behren's list, but t?iat are in St. Brandan. 



ST. BRAITDAIT BEHRJ]]TS 



•> 



apni s ez appeas e 

n.b it ( } .ab i t ) a r ul t , h ab i ' 

ii(\aj ujLiit cdai .ant 

ai(;re3, e^-re ea^e:* 

nil' all* 

ai>*ere, anoj-e aj^^-ar 

aisG (aisie ) 

al::ioir:e ( rtlr.oiie: • ) 

alter '• alter 



1. Beitra^^e fur Geschiohte der fran/.orji.scren Rprac}ie en 

Filial '15 If J. 
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ST. BRAJTDAJT 
f'U'ietistes 

- aiuur *A , 

Hi itjeles % 
rxnrnisixsy ^ 

aiiJdLX'Vit V^ 
H] elet / 

ai>ostolies '^ 
arive(fl)r .\ 
a>*clant 

- an .es 

" anaej* 
a} 'a on 
aseinnl^jfies 

aviroTio 

bail 13 
testes '; 

'■eril 
blHjiCi e 

blri.i>-iOr ^ 



RJ3HKRTTS 
luiatlste 

aiiur 

ai'iOiies --eCMent ) 

aiij^el 

aiii ,uisuse 

Hl-arailed 

ai-ei'ede 

ai'i^eal 

a]'] ercieve 

ai'Ostolie 

ariiied 

ai'^cieiit (!;') 

ariaes 

anied 

a?^STiP 

assei'il.)le 

avMint 

avi2V)iai 

battle 

'paily 

befiste 

))eril 



bliU'ieiri 
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P)'^. BRAT^DAIT 
])u:r, ]>o."s '• 

bull 
hurses 
braist 
l)ranc]\a 

broches 

-criche::, c/iacet 
calcedoHne 
cHstel 
capital 
certe 
chaines 
chaliz 
cliantje 
c/iante 
c/iajvet 
c-.ef 
c/iere 

clai'iez 
cler 
c olurs 



BETIFJTTS 



;;ee: 



biiiite 



boiilf 



>od 



bray 

brf^nc:i-c 

broc:i0 

cale7ii^6S 

c ccjie 

c ale yd one 

castel 

capiteie 

certes 

chain 

calice 

channi^e - chant:e 

cb.ant 

icl.cir.^ert 

cMef . 

c:iere 

(c}:oice) 

cite 

(claii i) 



c?-ea>* 



cnl-^r 
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ST. I^PA^TDAjT 
conf es 
coTiseil 
ooa3e-l?L0r ; 

- eorouri o in t 
cors 

ci^eature > 
criz \^ 

cruel 

cu: piainra X.' 
curii^lie 

('•■ijlici'K-j 



confess 
cojiseil 

\vi]isilor 

co);^.j"iirle 

corunen 

c ors 

ci'e*itui'e 

cri 

crystal 

creoiz 

cruel 

CQ] L];iancl(o:'iO]it ) 

cujif ort 

CO. .laiiy^t. ^ cCml>*^*»n{^ 

cuj'ii'lie 
cundut 
cou3\'...^e 
(;u:i(rve;:ri 
cuy*0 

cle7'\u'.es 
cleferifiot 
cleinte 
?' ^ ^ 6 1 -I ( : t^^ 5^ o o wl •:> 
del it 
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- d enure}' X' 
descent ^ 
dnsdein 
desciiverz 
desiro 
der>Vie3't3r / 
dest^inet 

-divers 

donl X 
(n olentj 

- (ira^'Uiis 
du-i.a ' 

-du'le / 

- eir 
e}ii>erur 
eiii'oj'cer 

- ennois, a:ui:LUf5 
enciuiot 
eiitror 

esi'i]"i'., si'irit 

i^als 

ruit-lz 



dene ore 
descent 
disdain 
discovert 
desire 
despair 
/ desti2ie) 
detain 
diners 
deol 

du^e 

dU'?l6 

eir 

cui; erui' 

eiiforce 
(einmi, /ltuuI) 

intjuire 

if-ji;tr;td 

]>3rb 
(error^ 

:;als 
::'eti3(l- 
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r-iilet faults -jCi/.^-^ i-'w*'. 

Tel-.m/, felon(y) 

faslo ,\ feste 

fei, f eid / feid 

3' in '■; fin 

flnia \ film 

folie V folie 

force / Torce 

loria^t forfetCforfaiteth^ 

f omaisa furneise 

for^a for (J ad 

fruiG frnt 

funtaina fountain 

j^ldiva ijli-^iva 

(jloritj r^ ijlorie 

tjoie \' joie 

ijr.ice t.-^*ctca 

^}\jaida i^ranci ' rjie ) 

^i^ai ■ t:;re:'^ 

■ r^^i^Oj asa ckriJ^SDij'ntsa 
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r>7. BJ^ATTDATT j^?]im>:^r; • 

Ljuui^r ere we orrenr 

jjutes ^^\i':te, ^^outes, 

}ienalte, en.iite ereiilte 

?:02nirs k iiuiiiu'e 

Iiorribies hor>*ii)l8 

lioste \ host 

hure-ure /- iu*e 

ire\ ire 

ju^jej i3}it ^Uf jeiient 

jiiindre ;• join 

ja.ste instise 

laiai-es laj-iv-e 

lai^^^es '« lar[jO 

letr^ / lettre 

lei ; ' lei 

laviu:! / lauode 

nai^jre jioaj^^er 



I'.ail 



lic^o^les 



ii.xi;s".in () .Uiisioi'i) 

■: LatCi^re Mat^rie 

J I'i jested ^ liajesty 

j;<U"in : .cij'ine 

iiate uate 
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3T. BI-L'\:rDAi: 

) lervellle . 

yiirac.le ' 

210 yet \ 

inmtaine 

nature 

naturel 

no})le 

noise - 

nmabrent 

obeir 

occean 

odur, udurs 

clle 

-cri^uil (0.?]. ) / 

1 r.lair, /. 
1 aljuen / s 
1 «i.3vrun(i(3 / 



iicioiiies 
J. v.. .J :or 

iierit 

i:i0r>saij;e(iO 

I'cirvel 

liiracle 

movet}: 

I'lontaine 

nature? 

natiir^iche) 

noble 

noise 

nuni])er 

obey 

ocean 

odour 

oli 

l-rofouiui 
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ST. 3pjvi;da:i B?;iiK?r:s 

I assei' ^. i assen 

i.eirie y ra;ni, ] ayne, , eyne 

1 erce't pierce 

pere -' pier 

j.eril V jjdi-il 

pei'is 5110 i/Bi'iSiSi 

pe-iiz .' .. pety 

peroint pertain 

piler ^ pilor 

plain ' 1 lain 

^- i^xuiiobo p] ente 

portei* ^ po2-ter 

1 Oot post 

pOYi^es . • poia-w 

precius precioijs 

prlej'e prayei', pre;o3'e 

presence pi*esence 

I^ririe"-' prii'ie 

1 recession procession 

1 roi re propre 

pruvet prove 

puint loi::t 

f 2:TjLe::C'ni3S 1 rai';c.}- 
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raiswn v' 

■ V 

I'tti^-J-, real/ 
receivn^/. 
reclain\ 
— re^^ne /^ 
re|_,uarrl / 

---I'ell'inos /^ 

rei'ciii^ent /, 
resi'Wis Uy] 

ric]iO 
r-ivere 

>v,)clie 
rost 
- route 
saint ,^ 

SrtiSUll 

salueiit > 



- saphii'e 



. sa2*doine 



j\dl .Sail 

real 
receive 
i-- eel a in 
rei4;n<i. 

rernrd 

relijji'us 

relikes 

repair 

reT'One 

resort 

jnches 

rivei* 

roche 

rO'tst 

rute 

seint, saint 

season 

salued 

sap:;ir 

sard one 
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ST. IBKAZTDA-'T 
scripture v, 

secrei 

secund 

soi'ir, sur 

senblez 

r> errant/ 

servise ». 

rfi:ii:le 

storie 



.s'i^7rir >'. 



aujurnar / 
t. 'lie: it," 



■49 






• » ..J '3 



trona 



script lire 
saluz 

secreo 

second 
si/jnes 
seiir, sure 

sei'iblant 

sepulcre 

Ger^jt'int 

jservise 

3i]'iple 

storie 

Si i;irii.;,(le 
suffr^ 
sHJ ^wrii 

teiii'e:3'.3:> 

t.le>^ce 



t^n-xd^ 



trci^Tu il 

tro.>or 

''.rone 
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-e;o. 



ST. bfjutda;: 
^r. truer 



Ta*b i s 1 uis , or i s on 



"^orcls found in St. i:ran(l<ui,'xin: not in Be'i.rens, t'-.u- 
CAiiiie into t::e y>njlis:i ;)ofore 1400: 
— arbeleste 
ajurnet 

Hi 'are 11 

f;ar.je 

1 
b'lnc ? 

^ mcleile) 

co2*de 

curcinz "^ 

custe 

cunte 

cnvvert X 

cuntet / . 

(ioc:. iii(.4.n'^ ) - 
(Ida ic in dor - 
(ibiio L'. ^Kti 



1. 



.lis '-'Oy^ii : .u^ 



<) 0-1(1 J^n.'LiiSii. 
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enenis K 

enfenietetX 

fiance ^^ 

flai -lines 

i^risolltes 

honeste 

larcin 

nanrlet 

inelodie 

Occident 

of f rand e /^ 

orient 

pavelluns 

plUM X^ 

quarrel -' 

ra^je 
'^( rec?iarij;erent ) char-ie ; 

reijret (ent ) > . 

ravela^ 

rendre ; 

repent ir"; 

repleniz ^'^ 
(re'l•^l^.^ (^^^i:l, rut "'ro::c::: si^ellin^];) > 

reseiriblout , 

reirj-entance 
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(revisitout) visit / 

roioariz 

sutil 

suvereins 

tar/^e ( t ^ 

teititez 

trenchant / 

valur N 

vassal (} lent) 

vesiere X 

vil 

^Tote. werec (lid r:n(;Hs}'i) introdiicecl into Trench. 
escliii-ede, out of 0.!^. '' •» " 

helte (Old Plni^lish) hilt, introduced into Trench. 

'''ords found in nt. "randan, but not in -e'rrensj tliat 
came into the Enr;lish after 14<^o. 

ailKasset 

aiaple 

aspirat 

b ov ine 

cuntre 

deces 

drape 

encasset ^ ^ 
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cnclin 

enclose 

(fort ':i6'r '') 
fosses " 
fiiiie 

hanap (lia.ii^er^ 

/ njvenilzj 

penaiit 

1 
(poesi 

praierie 

ps.?,l]iO(lie 
.Sctcel (saciiel) 
^saluent) 
sain 
sav<?-nt 
siaiiet 
superb 
tenehriKs 



1. O.^iestion as to oriij;in. 
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^Tnile V.:o ?.*'r::cii-.T:rii^lish vocabulary oi nt. BivHiulaJi 

is t^ius iiiterejr*:!:!^ ... <-. o„;_^.L.Ljj.c^Lit, "Jshe Ton^s of tj.e 

'.u^ I o , .:!7e-i t<'j:i:i:: •.::e:'i as t.'i-j copyist ^^ives Milieu, and not 

as t:.e ant'-or evideyitly v;ro.",tj t.'.oji, dc .a..-. ^^'^^ i-iuc.-i 

ijj^Guiui Tor Lji« '^::eui'±wo c^ L'Kjsa '•;'}io insist upon Hon uin 

a id i\i:^:'_o-rr-..." .an inTlnenco as distini^uisV.ed frcii Preiic:.. 

7Tot;ii2ij conld be Jiore luisleadini; t::<ui such a statei'ierit 

1 
as tnis, found in a recent ^vriter ui)on this subject. "At 

t/.e i'<3riod ox the i^Tori^ian Conquest, I'ai^isian Trenc;! did not 
hold its 1 resent i^jsition of literary supre: :t'.cy. Froiic': 
C.revr out of t::e :•>: o]:e:i dialects of L.ttiyi, a):d t^o TTor.uxji 
FreiiCji ^7/.en it Ccu-ie to bo 'written, spelled peux'le, people; 
loyal, leal; royaiuae, real:.;; royal, real and so on," ?]vi- 
de}itly t-ie i>aj"allel is intended to be ciravji r)etv/oon Par- 
isian 7i"enc]i of t:.e eleventh century or t:.e first quart ur 
u.C t.^e t'.7elft;i centuiv (date of t::e ol'^-.it A.'ii^lLu-rb'enc:: 
i.exts ^vhich -irive o ojiie dov/n to us) and jyoj'juiji J^i-eriCJi of the 
:>a:'ie i-eriod, so that "Tyori'ian >h*enc]i ^/h.en it caiie to ]je 
v/r'itton swelled pueple, i^oople; lo.t*t^, .leal, j'tiial:':t-;,2"e.U.i;i; 



1. C•^\ Jo/inson, j-ln^-lish ''^o^vir, (1^,95) ;... 01 
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.'oltii, renl aid so en." B^^t t' e ci.\L;-or uT nt. Bir'HridrUi i)i 
one o7 t]:a oldest of t.^ier>e texts, evidontly \a*ote poe;le, 
a f 01111 quite as t^'^^ Parisian rr'eiicli" as laie^^le (cf. 
Fosc:.v/lt:^. ed. of ICarls dos aroi.sen ::eisep.. ) I:-, line 21 
of r'>t. B:"';4>idan is fu'.^.id i*ejul, in li-ie 27 reiiii, cuk! in 
line 269, re^al. Accordin.^ to t/.o ^^eneral rule o? *extual 
criticisKi, t\at wl.ei^e t;;0 ci'it^inal I'u'inuscriit J. as not 
CO .e ('cv/n to us, t/.e older foni s].ou'id always 'ce preferrod, 
•■.} t. <:iit!ior o.r ot. Bi-andan ^vrote as a Fa/-isian r'j'encliiaan 
]ai|^^' t ].ave done, leicQ. Tr.e other t/iree \^03'-ds are not in 
TH, Fr.mdai'i, 'out if reial, tiiv^n lei.-.l cuid reia-i-. :e \. ou.lq 
:1.x. ui ally folIOY/, ?o tulie cinC't] er instance, in the Tj'iin- 
:r^ctic2is 0? t- e A2ierican Pr.ilolOt^ical AssocicJ.ion, vol, 
XV, ii. V'ji: J-tj^ui-.^nix t2\3ats or j^Ton-ian words in 'J^.tii^xii^: . 
''/\:-iOnij other t:iint:s h.e says (i-, ' : ) "An^lo-!Tor: um ;>:-tj.^i:?rs 
single vowels to dip}it;ion{;s. It ]:as a aecided wi'edilec- 

tion for ei over ProjiCh ;ii, rro].i -.''.atev.ir source the last 

if 

iihj c-;. .u, Aj. « . ;jj's i:idt3od, out t/.e j^i)j\oral tenilency is 

in favo;.' ui ei which is of'.en contr/ajts-.a j../uo vj.*" As ex- 
PT^illes ho i^iv^s A.il. forfct hui; r>t. B;\;::da]i has, line 12f)l, 
Aor'.hiit, AJT. I'jsser, t}'*eltr)r iu.(- trot.ei', i cio ... ^ js, 
i>loisir, seiser and so.ia.j , lae^j/'o, e^jruj rosu}i, sesun, 
w}..vj't:;..'.s r>t. Braidan /-as v/itliout excoition (.ts in line 1290) 
trait e)^ (line O^^rs^ )if-,is, (line 130) r-laisir, (line 369, ) 
S'.isir*, (.,ine 1024^^ jiai.jre , (line 34o-) raisu}i, (line 1"45, ) 
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aaisun, laisor six tines (lines 1470, 193, 1476, 508, 
960, to oncei'line S^njieisir, twice ^^.i^rt^ (linos 10;;r), 
942) to o.'io*; (:; ino 'Tc^T'^ e^jre. 7]:e onl'/ ^-/k. ct:.er excUxilcs 
i^iveii whic]' are rouii'i in »St. J3irL:dun, ure.L»>u.i ci.iu ;-.cstre, 
are written urt^is^:: --..i^ ;.cot>^). It i p.y }..e a.^lod, ':0\7- 

eve>^, l}:at 1: ere is not:"ini^- peculiar to Ani^lo-]ior: ^-i in 
t: e ei or o in these words. The fonus ore is on and i-iestre 
?ire in C>:restien de 'Voyes. T::ere is also in nt. Rrandan 
Tio case of c' ecked nasal a l.ocoiiiii^ an as ^v.-iDnt, a o'^ar- 

•icte.-^^istic so iTich insi.itefl ^jy-on in t?:e so-c:illed Ar.jlo- 

1 

:"^o>'''-V'^ dialect. ";\.is, as ? :o:.^er-7/al'>ke '.as s::ovrn, is Init 

o/ie of t?iose Jiodif ications o-^ t-ie Trenc'^ fori'us due to tiie 

i:iflnence oT Old ."Inj^lish P'-orieti-is, v^A sho^^ld l-e classed 

v/it;L t::e v;ritin{: o-r Latin d and t by t}i, found only in 

::i;vjiusorir>ts ^-^ritten in T^n^land an.d of wnic}i se-^oral exrj-i- 

pies are found in r. ". IV.':indan: vet/olr, lij-e r^?, a^et::, 

line 1.'^, set:ieij*5 line 56. '^'■^e r-'i^enc:: :uii_,lis:i v/r>rd f;iith 

th 
\7>ere '/.:.. >^ survives does not j-.api on to '\\': e^xr r'n t^nis for-: 

in r't. -^raidcin, l.ut as f^eid, fei, fed, fai, fait. ':.] e nea'- 

^^st al'pro•lc^. to t'le fori Is in the adjective fotl-^ia Y lino 

210.) ^'/e;f^'r.ine; (lines "76(1 and '^'^9} is interesting; as a pure 

;ji licijn for "^'^e ""nin/iany. 



'. T'eyer-Lui-^he, ura-'jiaii^o J:v., L^ai^ues J-o^-ia-ies, vol. 
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